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Gleanings from

A Day of Vengeance

King Ahab and 

Jezebel 

(of Israel)

17 Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, 

saying, 18 “Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, who rules

in Samaria; behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth where he 

has gone down to take possession of it. 19 You shall speak to 

him, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Have you murdered and also 

taken possession?”’ And you shall speak to him, saying, ‘Thus 

says the LORD, “In the place where the dogs licked up the blood 

of Naboth the dogs will lick up your blood, even yours.”’”
20 Ahab said to Elijah, “Have you found me, O my enemy?” And 

he answered, “I have found you, because you have sold 

yourself to do evil in the sight of the LORD. 

21 Behold, I will bring evil upon you, and will utterly sweep you 

away, and will cut off from Ahab every male, both bond and free 

in Israel; 22 and I will make your house like the house of 

Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the 

son of Ahijah, because of the provocation with which you have 

provoked Me to anger, and because you have made Israel sin. 
23 Of Jezebel also has the LORD spoken, saying, ‘The dogs will 

eat Jezebel in the district of Jezreel.’ 24 The one belonging to 

Ahab, who dies in the city, the dogs will eat, and the one who 

dies in the field the birds of heaven will eat.”

(1 Kings 21:17-24)

15 The LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the 

wilderness of Damascus, and when you have arrived, you shall 

anoint Hazael king over Aram; 16 and Jehu the son of Nimshi

you shall anoint king over Israel; and Elisha the son of Shaphat

of Abel-meholah you shall anoint as prophet in your place. 17 It 

shall come about, the one who escapes from the sword of 

Hazael, Jehu shall put to death, and the one who escapes from 

the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall put to death. 18 Yet I will leave 

7,000 in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal and 

every mouth that has not kissed him.”

(1 Kings 19:15-18)
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(King Hazael)

Now Elisha the prophet called one of the sons of the 

prophets and said to him, “Gird up your loins, and take this flask 

of oil in your hand and go to Ramoth-gilead. 2 When you arrive 

there, search out Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of 

Nimshi, and go in and bid him arise from among his brothers, 

and bring him to an inner room. 3 Then take the flask of oil and 

pour it on his head and say, ‘Thus says the LORD, “I have 

anointed you king over Israel.”’ Then open the door and flee and 

do not wait.” 4 So the young man, the servant of the prophet, 

went to Ramoth-gilead. 5 When he came, behold, the captains of 

the army were sitting, and he said, “I have a word for you, O 

captain.” And Jehu said, “For which one of us?” And he said, 

“For you, O captain.”

6 He arose and went into the house, and he poured the oil on 

his head and said to him, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 

‘I have anointed you king over the people of the LORD, even over 

Israel. 7 You shall strike the house of Ahab your master, that I may 

avenge the blood of My servants the prophets, and the blood of 

all the servants of the LORD, at the hand of Jezebel. 8 For the 

whole house of Ahab shall perish, and I will cut off from Ahab 

every male person both bond and free in Israel. 9 I will make the 

house of Ahab like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and 

like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah. 10 The dogs shall eat 

Jezebel in the territory of Jezreel, and none shall bury her.’” Then 

he opened the door and fled.

11 Now Jehu came out to the servants of his master, and one 

said to him, “Is all well? Why did this mad fellow come to you?” 

And he said to them, “You know very well the man and his talk.” 
12 They said, “It is a lie, tell us now.” And he said, “Thus and thus 

he said to me, ‘Thus says the LORD, “I have anointed you king 

over Israel.”’” 13 Then they hurried and each man took his 

garment and placed it under him on the bare steps, and blew 

the trumpet, saying, “Jehu is king!”

(2 Kings 9:1-13)

 Observations:

• Jehu is the Lord’s instrument of vengeance, 

yet Yahweh Himself is the primary actor

• Yahweh’s vengeance is for the “blood of His 

servants” at the hand of Jezebel

 2 Kings 9:14-37: Vengeance (pt. 1)

• King Jehoram’s death was the Lord’s just 

recompense for Naboth’s murder

• Ahaziah’s death demonstrates the full extent 

of the judgment against Ahab’s house

• Jezebel’s ignoble death shows her complete 

humiliation as Yahweh’s enemy
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 Application

1.  God is a God of vengeance

• He will justly recompense every evil

• the greatest injustice in the world is 

idolatry (c.f. Rom. 1:25)

1 After these things I heard something like a loud voice of a 

great multitude in heaven, saying,

“Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to 

our God; 2 BECAUSE HIS JUDGMENTS ARE TRUE 

AND RIGHTEOUS; for He has judged the great harlot who 

was corrupting the earth with her immorality, and HE HAS 

AVENGED THE BLOOD OF HIS BOND-SERVANTS ON 

HER.” 
3 And a second time they said, “Hallelujah! HER SMOKE 

RISES UP FOREVER AND EVER.”  

(Revelation 19:1-3)

 Application

2.  God avenges the blood of His servants

• His unique, specific vengeance – the 

vindication of His servants

6 For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction 

those who afflict you, 7 and to give relief to you who are 

afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be 

revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming 

fire, 8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know 

God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord 

Jesus. 

(2 Thess. 1:6-8)

 Application

3.  Jesus is God’s instrument of vengeance

• He receives the vengeance of God for us 

in His death on the cross

• He executes the vengeance of God on 

His enemies at His return


